There’s Value in Broken Vessels!
Vessels, as they were called in bible times, today are just as important as they were then. Though we most likely refer to them as glasses or pitchers or vases or just plain “containers”, they serve as valuable items for moving, storing and displaying items of importance to us. Who then would be interested in a “broken vessel”, one that leaks its contents out on the mantle, or oozes it’s substance in places not desired? Seeing then that their most common use is definitely compromised, they are fit only for the trash collection, right? After all wouldn’t it be much easier to just purchase a new one and resume our daily activities anyway?
Let’s take a closer look. To you and I a broken vessel would certainly be a nuisance; always allowing what’s inside to escape and “contaminate” its surroundings. You would constantly have to keep filling it as a result……but is that really so bad? You see we are God’s vessels and he actually desires that which he has poured into us to flow out and “affect” our environment and only when it flows out can he continue to fill us over and over again. The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthian church wrote; "For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."(2 Cor. 4:5-7)
You see it’s not about the vessel, but what’s in the vessel that God is concerned with. It’s the treasure that he put into it that he wants to “leak” out and be shared with others. Remember the big stir when Mary “being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as Jesus sat at meat, came having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head."?  There could have been no “pouring forth” if she had not first broken the vessel, the outer shell which contained the precious commodity. It was the great King David that said in Psalms 31:12, "I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel."  Do you see it yet; a dead man, forgotten….out of mind? When we allow ourselves to be broken, out of mind and become as a dead man; then and only then can the sweet fragrance and precious healing oil begin to seep out of us and have an effect on those around us. Because of Mary’s broken vessel the Lord promised that she would never be forgotten or out of mind. Mark 14, "...Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her."
Lastly, let us consider Gideon and his meager army of 300 men. Judges 7:16-20, "And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise…… and when I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.”  The light that confused the enemy and helped to ultimately bring the victory was only seen when they broke the vessels. So it is that victory is ours and blessing to others when we become broken vessels! After all “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." (Psalms 34:18)….yes I see it now; there truly is Value in Broken Vessels!
